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The End of the Age 
By: Matthew Calitz - 2017 

 

ince the study of Eschatology is so vast I have purposely began where Jesus began 

in His instructions to His 12 Apostles. 

Leaving the Temple in Jerusalem shortly before his crucifixion He told His 

disciples about its destruction. Going across the Kidron valley and on to the Mount of 

Olives with a beautiful view of the Temple complex the disciples asked Him,  

“Tell us, when will these things be? What is the sign of your 

coming, and of the end of the age?”  (Matt 24:3b WEB) 

Jesus goes on to give the longest answer He gives to any question recorded in the 

Scriptures which gives some indication of its importance. He focuses on the specific 

‘signs’ to watch out for. He describes things that will be evident in the world that will 

be indicators of the “end of the age” and His Second Advent just as new shoots on 

trees are indicators of the imminent change of season (Matt 24:32). These things will 

be tangibly evident and are meant to be recognised as signs (Matt 24:33). 

Signs 

I therefore decided to start by un-packing the signs that Jesus Himself foretold so 

that we could compare world events around us and see how relevant they may be to the 

time of ‘the end’. 

“But why another ‘end times’ book?” 

This was the question that would have prevented me writing, since so much has 

already been written and by so many more educated and qualified persons than myself. 

Two things really convinced me that I do have something of great value to offer, first 

off the idea that as we get closer to the end prophetic revelations recorded in the 

Scriptures will become more understandable (Daniel 12:9), prophecy scholars today 

have a much clearer understanding of things than those of 50 or even 20 years ago; and 

secondly the amount of erroneous teaching in the Church today which I believe to be 

part of the ‘End Times’ deception foretold by Jesus (Matthew 24:24) which already has 

multitudes deceived, believing they are Christians but are not (Matt 7:21-23). 

This book, and indeed the majority of my end times study, focuses primarily on the 

Olivet discourse found in Matthew chapter 24 and specifically on the ‘signs’ that Jesus 

Himself warned the disciples to ‘watch’ for. 

S 
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Watchman 

I have no doubt that God has called me as a ‘Watchman’ [the reasons for my 

certainty are a story for another day], and I am therefore constrained to sound the 

trumpet of warning whenever and wherever I see danger approaching (Eze 3:16-21; 

Micah 7:1-7). I see my task as a Watchman as comprised of two parts, to warn of error 

and to warn of danger.  Both work together, the danger is the lack of preparedness of 

the Church which is to a large degree the result of error in teaching and interpretation, 

causing ignorance and deception.  

It is not for nothing that of the signs our Lord Jesus gives in Matthew 24, we notice 

that deception predominates. This is affirmed by the Apostle Paul in his letters to 

Timothy, he says, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall 

depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;” (1 Tim 

4:1 KJV), and, “For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but 

after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;” (2 

Tim 4:3 KJV).  

Eschatology 

A study of Eschatology could fill an encyclopaedia so I’ve necessarily narrowed 

my focus down to a study of just the ‘signs’ that Jesus foretold, this being the most 

urgent warning the Church needs to understand. However, to correctly understand these 

signs we have to first lay a foundation of end times specific Hermeneutical tools; that 

is, the tools necessary to correctly interpret the Apocalyptic literature of Eschatology. 

So in chapter 1 I will explain God’s calendar and how Biblical timing should be 

calculated and chapter 2 is the overview of God’s whole plan throughout history in 

order to correctly understand our place and purpose. This is ‘Part 1’ and are essentially 

introductory chapters that will prepare your thinking for that which follows.  

In my mind chapter 3 is the most important chapter, dealing with the ‘Religious 

Signs’ that Jesus warns of, in which I highlight some errors in doctrine and theology 

 

1) The return of Christ 

2) The millennial age 

3) The final judgment 

4) New heaven and New earth 

Figure 1 - The 4 main subjects of Eschatology 
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which affect ones interpretation of Biblical texts, and does serious damage to one’s 

entire Christian world view; this I believe to be the precise design of the enemy in order 

to keep the ‘Church’ deceived and ignorant of the timing of God’s plan.  

The study of the last things, ‘Eschatology’, can be divided into 4 main subjects as 

shown in figure 1 above.  

The Millennial Age 

In this book we will only have space to study the first of these topics, ‘The return 

of Christ’. The timing of His second advent, gauged in relationship with the millennial 

age, is the subject of a great deal of differing opinion. These can be broadly divided into 

three main schools of thought:  

1) Pre-millennialism, those who hold that Christ will return before a literal 1000 

year period [The Millennial Age] on earth where He himself will rule the earth 

with His Church (Rev 20:4-5, 7),  

2) Post-millennialism teaches a combination of literal and figurative interpretations 

of the end times prophecies and that Christ will return after the thousand year 

period which we may now already be experiencing and  

3) A-millennialism is an approach that interprets end times prophecies figuratively 

and doesn’t subscribe to a literal 1000 year period but rather a time where 

Christ rules in the heart of the believer by His Spirit. 

 

The first rule in my approach to Hermeneutics [methods of interpretation] is to first 

consider Scripture in the light of its most literal and plainest reading, before going 

deeper in considering the figurative, poetic, prophetic, apocalyptic and allegorical 

implications in the text. This approach proves to be the safest most accurate means of 

interpretation which tends to avoid many of the problems that other methods of 

interpretation need to overcome, usually by a great deal of linguistic or logical 

rationalisations, what I call interpretive gymnastics. 

The position I therefore hold and the lens through which I view all end of the age 

prophecies is Pre-millennialism. The arguments for and against the various views can 

be researched in any good scholarly work on Christian Doctrine, I would recommend 

Wayne Grudem’s ‘Christian Doctrine’ or Loius Berkhof’s ‘Systematic Theology’. The 

position you hold will greatly affect the way you interpret Scripture and I believe Pre-

millennialism to be the most Biblical defensible of the interpretations.  

The Rapture 

Within the discussion of the Millennial age and the return of Christ is the question 

of when the Church is taken to be with the Lord (2 Thes 2:1). This event has come to be 

known as ‘The Rapture’ though the term ‘First Resurrection’ would be more 

theologically accurate.  

Since Pre-Millennialism holds to a literal interpretation, the prophecies of Daniel’s 

70
th

 week [a 7 year period which we’ll cover in more detail shortly] are also interpreted 
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literally. This means that before the return of Christ there will be a period of 7 years 

known as the ‘Tribulation period’, the second half of this period [3.5 years] being 

known as the ‘Great Tribulation’.  

A relatively recent interpretation was introduced by John Darby [the founder of the 

Plymouth Brethren] in 1830
1
, stating that the Church will be caught up to be with the 

Lord before this Tribulation period, this became known as the ‘Pre-Tribulation Rapture’ 

theory.  

Many variations and disagreements followed giving rise to the 3 main positions: 1) 

Pre-Tribulation, the Church is taken up before the tribulation period, 2) Mid-

Tribulation, the Church is taken up just after the midpoint in the Tribulation period and 

3) Post-Tribulation, the Church is taken up after the Tribulation period when Christ 

returns [the traditional view].  

Because this is such a hotly contested topic I will dedicate a whole chapter to 

explain why I believe the Post-Trib position to be the most Biblical.  

Figure 2 below is an organogram of what I believe to be the most biblically 

defensible Eschatological position to hold 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 (Rudd, n.d.) 

Pre-millenialism 

Post-millenialism 

A-millenialism 

Literal 

50/50 

Figurative 

Pre-tribulational 

Mid-tribulational 

Post-tribulational 

The return of Christ 

Figure 2 - The Author’s position 
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The Return of Christ’ 

The return of Christ really forms the heart of the study of Eschatology, it is the 

pivotal point to which we all look forward and for which we all [should] long (2 Tim 

4:8). For this reason it is the ‘end of the age’ subject which has had the most attention 

in the pages of Scripture and about which so much has been written and so much 

confusion and difference of opinion exists. Every individual is therefore personally 

responsible to ensure that they have as Biblical an understanding as they can about the 

subject, and therefore continue to pay as close attention as possible to the works of as 

many teachers as possible to ensure that they can make the most reasoned decision as to 

what they would consider to be the most Biblical interpretations on the subject. 

It is the return of Christ to which the warnings of Jesus apply and it is therefore the 

subject of the bulk of this book. Indeed, it is Messianic prophecy which forms almost 

one third of Biblical text and it is the Messiah [Jesus] who is the focal point of all 

Scripture; ones attitude towards this subject would therefore be very revealing of both 

Biblical knowledge and personal devotion to Jesus the Messiah.  

Given the place accorded to the return of Christ in God’s own Word we cannot 

overvalue or overemphasise the importance of it.  

What I will present to you in this study is what I believe to be the most Biblically 

defensible interpretations on the topics raised with the least amount of interpretive 

gymnastics, though I am always open to criticism and correction from anyone who 

may believe they have a more Biblically defensible interpretation.  

 

The Signs 

Now would be a good time to familiarise yourself with the texts quoted in figure 3 

above as these will be forming the foundation of this study from chapter 4 onwards. I 

Signs 

Foundational Texts: 

Matthew 24:4-31 

Daniel 9:23-27 

Figure 3 - The foundational texts of this study 
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have summarised the signs given by Jesus, see figure 4 below, to show that the signs He 

gives can be grouped into 4 main categories: 

1. Religious Signs 

These are the things that will occur, affecting either the Church in particular or 

religion in general, and which includes the Harlot of Babylon. 

 

2. Geophysical Signs 

This covers the events that occur in the natural world, including floods, 

earthquakes and natural disasters. 

 

3. Geopolitical Signs 

These are the events occurring in world politics and between the nations of the 

world and will include the ‘Beasts’ of Revelation. 

 

4. Astronomical Signs 

Jesus indicates that there is significance in the celestial bodies; the sun, moon 

and stars. This is a topic that was almost entirely neglected until the ‘Blood 

Moon’ tetrad of 2014-2015, the significance of which was discovered by Mark 

Biltz and popularised by John Hagee, amongst others.  

 

Since Jesus’ foretold signs can be grouped this way I outlined my presentation 

“Beginning 

Of birth pains” 
(Matt 24:8) 

• Deception v4-5 

• Wars v6 

• Nation vs Nation v7 

• Famines, Pestilence, Earthquakes v7 

• Saints delivered up for affliction v9 

• Saints hated of all nations v9 

• Many Offended v10 

• Betray one another v10 

• Hate one another v10 

• False prophets arise and deceive v11 

• Iniquity abounds v12 

• Love of many wax cold v12 

“Then”: 

Labour 
(Matt 24:14) 

Abomination 
The Key Landmark 

4 Categories of 
Signs 

 

1. Religious 

2. Geopolitical 

3. Geophysical 

4. Astronomical 

Matt 24:15-16 

Figure 4 - The signs Jesus foretold in Matthew chapter 24 

 • As lightening is seen v27 

 • Sun darkened v29 

 • Moon not give light, stars fall v29 

 • Sign of the son of man v30 

“Immediately 

After”:  Birth 
(Matt 24:29) 
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using these as my main subject headings and will continue to do so in this book.  

Birth Pains 

Jesus’ reference to ‘birth pains’ gives us a hint of how we can differentiate between 

the things that have always happened and the things that might have end of the age 

significance. Birth pains come at the end of the pregnancy term just before delivery of 

the baby, they increase in frequency and severity until labour begins which is [or should 

be] immediately followed by delivery, the birth of the baby. I have illustrated this 

analogy of birth pains as an exponential graph to show that the signs Jesus foretold can 

be expected to increase exponentially in both frequency and severity. Throughout this 

study and as we look into world events everyday we should be noticing the same 

exponential increase in almost everything in the world around us. 

Daniel’s 70
th

 Week 

In our Lord’s description of the signs to watch out for, He indicates one particular 

sign that I have labelled, ‘Abomination – The key landmark’ (fig 4 above). Amongst 

the signs given that have aroused so much speculation and debate, this is the one which 

Jesus says will be seen (Matt 24:15). He then refers to the prophecy of Daniel for more 

detail on what this ‘Abomination’ will be. The previous ‘types’ of abomination which 

have occurred historically give us further detail of what this abomination might look 

like in practical reality. All this evidence leads me to believe that this is the one sure 

sign to look out for, which, when it happens, will end all speculation; hence the label 

‘Key landmark’.  

The main points in Daniel’s prophecy (Dan 9:23-27) concerning this key landmark 

are: 

 There is a Prince 

 Who begins a week (accepted by scholars as a week of years = 7yrs) 

 With the confirmation of a covenant 

 In the midst of the 7yrs [3.5yrs] he creates an abomination that causes 

desolation.  

Frequency 

In
ten

sity
 

Exponential 
Increase 
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This 7 year period, known as the 70
th

 week of Daniel or ‘Tribulation Period’, I 

have laid out on a timeline which we will be referring to throughout this study. Much 

speculation has existed concerning where this 7 year period might be in history, but it is 

yet future and I believe will only be revealed in certainty when we see the ‘Prince’ 

causing the abomination. For this reason, and because this is the time period that our 

Lord’s warnings are concerned with, most of our study will be centred on this timeline. 

A number of other events, described in the book of Revelation, are also concerned 

with this same time period and we will touch on some of them under their various main 

topics as they become relevant to the discussion. These are: 

 A peace treaty with Israel, or is it? 

 The ‘Beast’ and the ‘Antichrist’/2
nd

 Beast/False prophet 

 The Harlot of Babylon 

 Rapture, Resurrection and 2
nd

 coming 

 7 Seals 

 7 Trumpets 

 7 Bowls of wrath 

A picture paints a thousand words 

As an artist I think in pictures and understand things better when explained in 

pictures, I have therefore adapted my slide show presentation to form the illustrations of 

the topics and arguments described in the text of this book. 

I trust that in your diligence in study, the Spirit of our living God will illuminate 

your heart and mind to understand His Truth and forget what may be the erroneous 

contrivances of man.  

 
 

 
 

3.5 Yrs, 42 mnths 

1260 Days or Time, Times & Half a Time 
3.5 Yrs, 42 mnths 

1260 Days or Time, Times & Half a Time 

 
 

 

Key Marker 

Figure 5 - The 70th week of Daniel Timeline or Tribulation Period 



Introduction 

 

 
15 

Bibliography 

MacArthur, J., 2007. MacArthur Study Bible. Updated Edition ed. Chicago: Nelson. 

Rudd, S., n.d. The origin of Rapture False doctrine: John Darby 1830 AD. [Online]  

Available at: http://www.bible.ca/rapture-origin-john-nelson-darby-1830ad.htm 

[Accessed 28 /11 /2016]. 

 

(Here follows: Chapter 1 – God’s Calendar) 

 


